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You can't really know where you are going until 
you know where you have been.”

-Maya Angelou

Since 1983, the Walnut Creek Education Foundation
(WCEF) has provided a means for parents to further invest
in their child’s education in the Walnut Creek School
District and Las Lomas High School.

From an initial budget of a few thousand dollars, WCEF has
grown into a million dollar non-profit foundation that
maintains enhanced academics, small class sizes, and a
breadth of educational experiences from transitional
kindergarten through high school. Together, in 2018-19 we
raised $1,029,000 to invest back into our schools.

To the more than 1,500 families and community members
who donated - thank you. To the Walnut Creek community
who support efforts to improve, enhance and preserve
education for every student - thank you. From district
offices to school boards, parent teacher associations,
WCEF business partners - your support is critical to our
schools.

WCEF committed to provide $1.25 million in funding in
2019-20.  With 100% participation from parents, we can
achieve this!  Why?  We must. The state of California does
not adequately fund public education, and each year our
schools rely on your support.  It is that simple.  Please visit
our website (www.wcefk12.org) for more information, and
join us in continuing to make our schools great!

In partnership,

Lisa Sun                                           Katy Grant
WCEF President 2018-19              WCEF President 2019-20

LETTER FROM 
WCEF Presidents
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Like many things in life, creating great schools is the culmination of several variables.
You need the right mix of dedicated teachers and professionals, relevant
instructional materials, engaged students and families, and an invested community. 
All of this takes resources and capital, which is what we at WCEF are all about!

Established in 1983, WCEF is a parent-led non-profit organization. The Foundation
raises funds for eight schools, 5,100 students, and countless teachers and staff in
Walnut Creek. WCEF is committed to investing in all stages of learning from early
childhood through college readiness to ensure all children receive a well-rounded
education.

Every year our schools rely on 100% participation from our families and the greater
community to bridge the almost $2,500* per student funding gap between what we
receive from state and what it costs to provide a 21st century education to our
children.

*Ed-Data Financial Data for Walnut Creek, 2017-18

ABOUT WCEF

The Walnut Creek Education Foundation
(WCEF) raises funds to preserve and

enhance the education of students in the
Walnut Creek School District and at 

Las Lomas High School through a broad-
based community effort. 

Our annual budget is developed
collaboratively with the schools we

support through a yearly prioritization
process and in accordance with our

funding guidelines. WCEF steps in where
state funding leaves off, preserving the

world-class educational opportunities our
kids need and deserve. More than ninety

percent of the funds we raise go directly to
the schools we serve.

Because great schools don’t just happen
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California is the 5th largest economy
in the world, yet funding of our state’s
public schools has dropped
dramatically over the last few
decades, ranking as low as 41st in the
nation. While we continue to advocate
for increased state funding in our
schools, WCEF is committed to raising
the additional funding needed to
ensure all students receive an
exceptional education.

THE BIG WHY

Our schools would not be able to deliver the
type of excellent learning opportunities our

students experience every day without WCEF
support. We simply do not receive enough

funding from the state to operate high quality
schools. WCEF fills that gap. Without WCEF,
great schools in Walnut Creek would not be

possible.
- Marie Morgan, Superintendent WCSD

Why our public schools need private support

41ST IN THE NATION
IN PER STUDENT

FUNDING

THE NEED
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WHO BENEFITS?
Every student. Every day. From TK-12

Every student. Every day. That is the impact
every donation to WCEF has on 5,100
students at eight schools. Here is a snapshot
of all you make possible.

WHAT WCEF FUNDS

“Because of the support of education
foundations, like WCEF, we can offer
educational opportunities that exceed most
private schools.” 
-Dr. John Nickerson, AUHSD Superintendent
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WCSD TK-5
44.7%

Las Lomas HS
30.8%

WCSD 6-8
24.5%

Parent Giving
93.9%

Business
5.2%

5,100 STUDENTS
BENEFIT
$1.025 MILLION
RAISED IN 2018-19

FINANCIALS

Fundraising Expenses 
2.6%

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS
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30.8%
Las Lomas HS; 1,539 students

44.7%
WCSD TK-5; 2,260 students

24.5%
WCSD 6-8; 1,240 students

INCOME BY SOURCE

Funds to School Districts
91.6%

Operating Expenses
6.7%

6.7%
Operating

91.6%
Funds to Schools

2.6%
Fundraising &
Events

WCEF EXPENSES

93.9%
Parent/Community 
5.2%
Business
.4%
PTA/PTO
.5%
Grants/Other



2018-19 DONORS

The generosity of the following individuals and organizations allows WCEF to directly
impact students’ educational opportunities every day. Thank you for all you do to make
great schools. The annual list of donors for gifts received between July 1, 2018-June 30,
2019 can be found at www.wcefk12.org/impactreports. If your name is not listed or listed
incorrectly, please contact us at contact@wcefk12.org.



Through a grant from F&M Bank,
WCEF provided 80+ Chromebooks to
Las Lomas students who otherwise
could not afford the required
technology for use in their classes.
These additional devices allowed the
student flexibility and give them the
option to take technology with them.
The Chromebooks also provided a
sense of security, as children were no
longer reliant on available devices
within the library.

For more than a decade WCEF volunteers
have made the Forma Gym Turkey Trot a
reality for our community. An East Bay
tradition bringing thousands together on
Thanksgiving morning, Forma shares a
portion of the proceeds of the race with
WCEF and other nonprofits like the
Contra Costa Food Bank. Since 2010,
Forma has granted WCEF $192,800.

BUSINESS PARTNERS

FORMA GYM - TURKEY TROT

   F&M BANK

We would like to recognize the following Business businesses who believe in the power
of communities to make great schools. Thank you for your support.

PLATINUM PARTNERS
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BUSINESS PARTNERS

Adventure Day Camp
Advertising Magic - Rosalind Boukis
C&T Recycling
California Pizza Kitchen, Inc.
Dos Coyotes Concord Inc
Extreme Pizza
Five Little Monkeys. LLC
Gino`s Soccer Academy

Heritage Eats WC, LLC
Kelly Moore Paint
Kendra Scott LLC
Maker Lab Extreme
Roughing It Day Camp
Sarah's Science
Vineyard Vines

SILVER PARTNERS

BRONZE PARTNERS
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GOLD REAL ESTATE
 PARTNERS

In 2019, WCEF launched the Real Estate Partnership Program to
bridge the connection between great public schools and a strong
housing market. We want to thank the following partners for their
support of WCEF and for their dedication to building a stronger
community here in Walnut Creek. Thank you. 
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Executive Board
Lisa Sun, President
Sarah Seaway, V.P. Administration
Bruce Fuller, Treasurer
Katy Grant, V.P. Fundraising
Anu Gandhi, Secretary
Jennifer Chaney, V.P. Marketing & Communications
Chris Devine, V.P. Marketing & Communications

General Board
Rosalind Robe Boukis, Business Development Chair
Heidi Nelkie, Parent Fundraising Chair
Eryn King, Parent Communication Chair
Juan Contreras, Endowment Chair
Samantha Francois, Volunteer Chair
Sandra Naughton, Grant Chair

Site Representatives
Buena Vista Elementary: Josee Sirois
Indian Valley Elementary: Christina Alessi & Dayna Loeliger
Murwood Elementary: Tricy Otten & Seth Kriz
Parkmead Elementary: Stacey Goldstein Ackerman
Tice Creek School: Sonali Jolly-Wadhwa & Sarah Talach
Walnut Heights Elementary: Ben Winig
Walnut Creek Intermediate: Angela Goldstein & Karen
Kamberg
Las Lomas High School: Karen Begg & Elizabeth Murray 

Advisory Members
Tiffany Benson, Principal, Las Lomas High School
Dr. John Nickerson, Superintendent, AUHSD
Marie Morgan, Superintendent, WCSD
Katie Peña, WCSD Governing Board Member
Kathy Coppersmith, AUHSD Governing Board Member
Ron Jones, WCSD Teacher Representative
Maria Laws, AUHSD Teacher Representative

Trustees
Jennifer DeVinney, Keller Williams Real Estate 
Heidi Hernandez Gatty,  Small Brown Girl Consulting

Appointments
Dan Purcell, Auditor

2018-19 BOARD

Staff
Joanna Grossman, Executive Director
Natty Kent, Donor Relations Manager
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(925) 933-9233
contact@wcefk12.org
www.wcefk12.org

WCEF 
P.O. Box 86
Walnut Creek, CA 94597


